Chapter Six
THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY DETECTION
IN the prevention and treatment of disease of an infectious or
contagious character, early recognition of its presence is of primary
importance. In connexion with the acute infections early detect
tion is of special importance in relation to prevention owing to
the short period of incubation and to the fact that the disease may
be most infectious at the stage of onset. In the case of tuberculosis
its early recognition both as an infection and as a clinical entity
is of importance in relation to both prevention and treatment.
The chief source of origin of pathogenic tubercle bacilli of the
human type is the sputum of patients with caseating tuberculous
lesions of the lungs, and it is essential, if infection is to be con/
trolled, that the presence of the disease should be detected at a
stage before much caseation has developed. Early diagnosis is
also essential to the successful treatment of the individual and to
the restoration of working capacity. The extent of tissue destruc/
tion which exists and the amount of systemic infection and of
consequent constitutional disturbance which are present at the
time of examination, while they depend upon the mass and
character of the dosage, are also related to the time which has
elapsed between the onset of the disease and the date of examina/
tion. Infection with tubercle bacilli is at the onset a pure in/
fection, but once the tuberculous lesion has become open, the
intrusion of extraneous organisms takes place and a mixed in/
fection with consequent serious constitutional disturbance results,
DIAGNOSTIC DIFFICULTIES. Notwithstanding the
advance which has been made in diagnostic technique, the de/
tection of tuberculosis in the early stage of its development still
presents a problem of considerable difficulty. Except when due
to massive dosage in a susceptible subject which gives rise to
acute or generalized manifestations of infection, or when associ/
ated with some alarming symptom such as haemoptysis, the onset
of tuberculosis is not usually accompanied by sufficient subjective
evidence of ill health to compel the patient to seek medical
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